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The Beauty of The Natural Vernal Pools
By: Camryn Swails

In my science class, we went outside on
April 25, at 12:25 to look for vernal pools for a
project. We saw logs fallen down. We saw lots of
leaves and algae in the water. We saw lots of little
animals (but no fish) in the pools. We saw stuff like
water mites, woodfrog eggs, and lots of mosquito
larva! We also saw lots of frog eggs, and even some
horsehair worms. And there I wondered.. what
other animals could we find in even more vernal
pools like that one?
Vernal pools are shallow pools of water that
only have water for parts of the year. They dry up
for the rest of the year when animals don’t need
them. Significant vernal pools are a kind of vernal pools with a particularly protected/ valuable
habitat. Those kinds of pools are protected by law, meaning you can’t go to those pools and kill
anything in them, or destroy the pools. The significant vernal pools usually have lots of
salamander or frog eggs, or fairy shrimp eggs. Usually at the bottom of vernal pools there are
rocks, or leaves. Our habitat was classified as a “forest wetland”, so it was covered in leaves at
the bottom.
So basically, the claim I’m making is that vernal pools NEED to be protected. People are
now trying harder than ever to help save the pools, and the more the merrier! They’re very
important for the animals that live in them, and they provide clean water and good food and
shelter for the animals that live there. There’s so many reasons why vernal pools are important to
this world, but we still have so much more research to do about them and what kind of animals
live in them. According to the EPA- (The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency), we’ve lost
about 90% of all of our vernal pools due to climate change. The animals need to be protected! To
help, I would tell you to research about the vernal pools and to report them to The Gulf of Maine
Research Institute- GMRI. There, you can submit pictures of the vernal pool and it gives you all
the criteria to meet for it to be a real vernal pool, and it could be a protected one after, because of
your input! Thank you.
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